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Can the bootleggers of the Roaring Twenties survive the Great Depression?

Until now, Boardwalk Empire has been about 
the glitz and glamour of the 1920s, where 
bootlegging criminals thrived under America’s 
strict Prohibition laws. But Nucky Thompson’s 
(Steve Buscemi) Atlantic City empire was 
always going to have to give way to the future 
at some point, and with the final season of 
the enthralling series airing this month, there 
are bound to be plenty of reversals of fortune.

TIME JUMP
A popular tool used in series these days, 
skipping ahead by a year or so is a great way 
to advance storylines and jump straight back 
into the action. Boardwalk Empire is taking 
this idea further than most – while the last 
season was set in the heady days of 1924, 
we’re picking up seven years later, in the 
dusty drudgery of the Depression. 

“The days of shiny suits and fancy shoes 
are long gone,” says Michael K. Williams, who 
plays black gangster Chalky White, “which is 
why I have the beard now.”

HUNT FOR VENGEANCE
The shocking ending of season four saw 
Chalky’s innocent daughter Maybelle 
(Christina Jackson) accidentally shot and killed 
in her father’s club during a showdown with 
drug-dealing philosopher Dr Narcisse, played 
with serpentine deadliness by Jeffrey Wright. 

“It ended very badly for Chalky last year,” 
Michael recalls. “His family life is no more 
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and he is desperately seeking Dr Narcisse 
to settle old scores.”

TRUE HISTORY
While the series plays fast and loose with the 
real-world figures on whom its characters are 
based (Nucky Thompson stands in for actual 
organised-crime figure Enoch L Johnson), 
certain outcomes are inevitable. We know Al 
Capone (Stephen Graham) will continue his 
rise through the ranks and Arnold Rothstein 

FINAL SEASON

BOARDWALK EMPIRE (S5) Wednesdays from 10 September at 
4.30pm (Express) and 9.30pm FIRST ON showcase [403]   
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(Michael Stuhlbarg) was murdered in 1928 over 
a gambling debt. The fun will be watching how 
creator Terence Winter deals with those facts.

IS NUCKY OUT?
Last year, Nucky dramatically announced he 
was done with the business and intended to 
run away to Cuba. Given he had to smuggle 
his brother Eli (Shea Whigham) out of Atlantic 
City – not to mention the unlikelihood of 
Steve Buscemi leaving the show – we can 

Nucky’s hard-drinking love interest 
Sally Wheet (Patricia Arquette) will 
return for the final season



expect Nucky to remain on the scene. But 
what will be on his agenda remains to be 
seen. This line of dialogue released ahead of 
season five offers a clue: “The trick is to stay 
alive long enough to cash out.” Intriguing.

NEW STATE OF PLAY
In season four, former FBI agent Nelson Van 
Alden (Michael Shannon) became a gangsters’ 
lackey, Margaret Thompson (Kelly Macdonald) 
was set up in a fancy apartment by gentleman 
gambler Arnold Rothstein and junkie madam 
Gillian Darmody (Gretchen Mol) was arrested 
for murder by a detective masquerading as her 
lover. Part of the fun this season will be 
seeing what they’re all up to seven years 
later. In Gillian’s case, what is the parole 
period for injecting a young man with heroin 
and drowning him to claim he’s your dead 
son so you can take over his inheritance?

THREADBARE FASHION
One of the things Boardwalk Empire is known 
for is the commitment to recreating the look 
and feel of the period. Like the protagonist of 
fellow period drama Mad Men, Nucky and the 
rest of the “old guard” have looked increasingly 
out of step with the times as the years roll on, 
wearing slightly unfashionable suits. With 
lean times in 1931, will “shabby chic” be the 
order of the day or will Nucky update his 
wardrobe to a range of dapper browns, as 
seems to be indicated? 

FALLEN SOLDIERS
Remembering the stalwart 

heroes who didn’t make 
it to the final season

JIMMY DARMODY  
MICHAEL PITT
The first tragic hero 
of the series, Jimmy 
survived the horrors 
of WWI and a sexual 
encounter with his mum 
– but he couldn’t survive 
the pistol of former father-figure Nucky. 

GYP ROSETTI  
BOBBY CANNAVALE
A madman ’til the end, 
Gyp brought some 
much-needed blood 
and colour to the 
series. Unfortunately, 
the sadomasochist’s 
chaotic business practices ended with his 
stabbing on Nucky’s orders. 

RICHARD 
HARROW  
JACK HUSTON
It was gut-wrenching 
to watch the assassin 
with half a face die 
alone underneath the 
boardwalk, while dreaming 
of the life (and face) he could’ve had.

BILLIE KENT  
MEG STEEDLE
The peppy young 
Broadway actress 
paid the ultimate price 
for her affair with 
Nucky – copping the 
fatal brunt of the explosion 
that blew up Babette’s Supper Club.

EDDIE KESSLER  
ANTHONY LACIURA
Feeling he let his 
master down after FBI 
agents tried to turn 
him, Nucky’s German 
manservant took his 
own life with the same 
efficiency as he ran the 
household operations – by stepping 
smartly out of a window.
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